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8 I R. 
HEN I had laſt the Honour of 
Waiting on You, I communicated 
to You a Deſign of Writing a Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Popiſb Doctrine of Do- 
ing Evil that Good may Come, being perſua- 
ded, that nothing can be more Seaſonable, 

or better calculated to excite a juſt Abhor= 
rence of Popery ; and that, hitherto, notwith- 
ſtanding the Number of Excellent Writings 
againſt it, the Doctrine now under Conſide- 
ration has not been ſo fully opened and ex- 
poſed as it deſerves to be. Your Approba- 
tion of my Scheme determined Me to an im- 
mediate Execution of it, as Your Character 
and Situation induced Me to Addreſs it to 
You, You are at the Head of a Britiſh, 


1 


Proteſtant Parliament; You are animated 


with a true Britiſb Zeal for the Religion of 


ru Sa private Judgment, and 
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Liberty of Conſcience, Where, then, could 
I find a Perſon more likely, or more able to 
Countenance and Recommend Fhig Sermon, 
than one who is ſo well affected to the Sub- 
ject of it, whoſe Popularity and Station give 
| ſo wide a Circle to his Influence: And I 
have the greater Hopes of your Efcourage- 
, _- ment from the Manner which I have care- 
fully obſerved in writing on this Occafion, as 
- "Zou well as from the Importance and Seaſonable- 
f neſs of my Doctrine. As to the Argumen- 
| tative Part, I have aimed at Clearneſs, Con- 
B cCiſeneſs, and Strength. As to the Manner of 
Writing, I have ſtudied to preſerye a true 
Chriſtian Temper and a juſt Decorum, being 
of Opinion, that there is yo Religion, nor 
Conviction in Bitterneſs and Ill- manners. I 
deſire always to have my Zeal ſuch as I ap- 
prehepd Yours to be, a Varmth limited by 
Juſtice, and tempered with Charity. If I 
Have uſed any Aſperity of Language, it is to- 
wards their Principles and Practices, and not 
their Peruns; and it was impoſſible in pro- 
per Colours to paint their Deformity without 
uſing ſuch Expreſſions as are ſignificant of 
their Nature. If I have exprefled a bad Op. 
nion of the Intention of their Guides and Ga- 
vernors, their avowed Principles and Prac- 
tices extorted it from me, notwithſtanding 
the great Pleaſure Which I take in thinking 
well of Mankind; and the End of this pub: 
lication made it neceſſary for Me to declare 
my Sentiments freely; but 1 haye done it as 
Ef, 4ccently 


DE DICGCATIO N. 
decently as poſſibly I could, without doing it 

ineffectually. Such as it is, I beg your Ac- 

ceptance and Recommendation of it; and am, 
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Nur ReſpeB8ful, 


and 
Obliged Humble Servant, 
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WILL. WEBSTER. 
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HA R lien deſied by ſeveral of my Friends, 


_ particularly by a learned and mpenious Gentle- 

man, educated in the Church of Rome, to Re- 
print This Sermon. I wiſh I could with any Degree 
of Decency have publiſh'd bis Letter of Compliment 


on ibe Occaſion, as the high Approbation of a Per- 


fon ſo intimately acquainted with all tbrir Doctrines, 
Maxims, #nd Practices, muft have given Credit to 
the Performance; but Thus much I may modefily 
enough mention, as his Opinion, that it ſtrikes at 
the Firſt Principles of Popery, and is calculated 
to da Service at This Time. . 
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As bad now Leiſure to Search and Enquire, r 


T houghy it might be of Uſe io cite Authorities in 
Con firſation of my Charges; not becauſe common 
Reader can judge of Them, but as a publick 
Appeal. It ig a. Maxim with the Papiſts, and 
gien in Direction to their Diſciples, to Deny 
roundly when I hey cannot Anſwer pertinently, but 


a flat Denial ought not to weigh any thing againſt 


poſitive. Evideace, without a particular Confu- 
tation of it. I have brought Vouchers from 
amongſt Themiclves, 10 prove the ſeveral Arit- 
cles of Accuſation, and the unlearned Reader may 
reaſonably preſume that I would not venture to 


produce Them, if I apprehended any Danger of 


being publickly Contronted. 
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Fur if the Truth of GOD hath more 
. abounded through my Lye, unto his 
Sloan, why yet am I alſo judged as a 


Sinner; : 
And not rather, (as we be ſlanderouſſy 
reported, and as ſome affirm that we 
Jay) Let us do Evil bat Good may 

come. | 6a $$, 7 
ns: an Objeftion that St. Paul, in 
the Perſon of an Unbeliever, urges 
againſt the Doctrine which he was 


— 


> there advancing, There is no Ne- 
ceſſity for F 79 any Time in en- 
quiring into the Doctrine which gave Occaſion 
or this Objection. The Ohjection contains, in 
elf, an abſolute Poſition, which the Apoſtle ex- 
preſly condemns as falſe, and the Imputation of 
it to the Chriſtians as a Slander. The Poſition is 
This; that it is lawful zo do Evil, that Good may 
come,. or, that we may uſe bad. Means in the Pro- 
ſecnti on of a Food End, This is a Poſition avow- 
ealy maintained by the Jeſnits *, and often e's 
n See all their Caſuiſts, eſpecially, Z/cobar the Jeſuit, whoſs 
erh Divinity, as he calls it, amongſt other antichriſtian Doc- 
trines, frequently maintains This Poſition, and it is approved 
not only-by the common Impri mators of Books for That Soci- 
ety. hut i /ab/erib'd by Twenty-four of the moſt eminent 
Jeſuitical Doctors. E N 
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"fed by ſome Proteſtants who. diſoum it v; and, 
therefore, a particular Examination of it ſhall be 
the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe. 
If we conſider, the Words with a Critical Ex- 
attneſs, the Doing of Evil that Good may come, or 
a right Uſe of unlauful Means in the-Profecution 
of a Good End, is a Contradittion in Terms, and 
an utter Impaſſibility. It is, in ſhort, the ſame 
thing as to ſay, that Evil is Good, or that a Thing 
may be unlawful and lawful at the fame. Time. 
If it be juſtifiable to uſe any Means towards an 
End, it cannot be /nful-to uſe them; and if not 
for ful Then 10 Evil. If the Uſe of any Means 
be /inful, abſolutely ſo, the End mult. partake of 
the wicked Nature of the Means. —The Meaning 
therefore muſt be This; © that Actions, which 
would, otherwiſe, be Evil or Sinful, become not 
only lawful but commendable and meritorious when 
practiſed as the Means of doing ſome Great Good, 
or, rather, Advantage to the Cauſe for which 
They are invented and practiſed. This is the 
Caſe of all pious Frauds, in what Communion 
ſoever They be found; but as Theſe Practices 
are moſt frequent among the Papiſts, I purpoſe 
to apply my Diſcourſe on This Subject particu- 
larly to the Church of Rome, in the. n. 
Method: | 


I. I ſhall enquire what Thoſe Evil or Sinful 
Actions are which the Church of Rome practiſes 
as the Means of Doing Good, and what That 


Good is which the Promores by the Uſe of 


Them. 
II. I ſhall ee to 1 that no End, 


how Good ſoever, can ſan#Tify ſuch Means; and, 
conſequently, | 


* Vis Such as after the Example of _ would 


their Opinions by Fete ena A ai, 0. 
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conſequently, that no Authority whatſoever can 


warrant the Uſe of Them. 


III. 1-ſhall prove that the Bible, from whence 
alone all Authority of that kind muſt be deri ved, | 
16 flatly againſt Them in this Point. 


Firſt, then, I am to enquire what thoſe Evil 
or Sinful Actions are which the Church of Rome 
practiſes as the Means of Doing Good, and what 
That Good is which ſhe PROD by the Uſe of 

e I am preaching againſt - 
the Practices of the Church of Rome, God forbid 
that I ſhould ſo far diſhonour the Proteſtant 
Name, as to uſe the ſame indirelt Means in the 
Service of our Religion which I ſo freely con- 
demn in others. To miſrepreſent Perſons, Things, - 
or Actions, in Favour or Disfavour of any Cauſe ' 
or Party, whatever be the [ntention, whatever 
the Character, whatever the Station of the Perfon 
who practiſes ſuch Means, they are in their Na- 
ture, not only unchriſtian, but abſolutely Immo- 
ral, and ſuch as we can have no good Reaſon to 
think that a God of invariable Truth and Fidelity 
will bleſs with his Aſſiſtance. Under This awful 
Senſe of the inviolable Regard which is due to 
Veracity and Sincerity, J have inform'd myſelf of 
the Truth of This heavy Charge againſt the Pa- 

pits both from their own Caſuiſtical Writers in 
the higheſt Eſteem amongſt Them, and from 
the Living Teſtimony of Some that have left 
their Communion; and ſhall] adyance nothing 
but what I am convinced is ſtrictly true. To 
come, therefore, to the Point. | 

They make uſe of Frauds ©, and impoſe upon 
the Ignorant by Counterfeit” Miracles*, They 


B 2 make 
* 155 the Papi/t Repreſented, Dr. Comber's Roman Forgeries,. 
the Mi 2 Is Di ſcower d. d 
e the Maſfonaries Aris Diſcoy: * Chap III. 


" 4). © 
make Uſe of private Miſrepreſentations + of their 
Dotrines. and Worſhip and Diſcipline in order to 
make Canveris. They not only practiſe Equive- 
cations and mental Reſervations *," which are vir- 
i  fual Lies, as being intended to Deceive People, 

bl but falſe Declarations of their real Defigns®, which 

= are dire Lies. Breach of the frmeft-Promiſes , 
nay, a Violation of the moſt Solemn Oaths ?, are 
ſome of Thoſe Means, thoſe notoriouſly, Evil and 

Sinful Means, which, it ſeems*, acquire the greateſt - 
| Sanity when employed in the Service of their 
| | Church, foraſmuch as no Faith ought to be kept 

= with Hereticks*, If the Dethroning and Murder- 
| ing of Princes, if the Deſtruction of the whole Le. 

| gi/lature, of their deareſt; Friends and neareſt Rela- 
tions, be thought ſubſervient to the Grand Cauſe, - 
the Obligations of Obedience to the Civil Ma- 
giftrate become cancelled, the Bonds of Society, 
the Softer Ties of Humanity and natural Aﬀetiion, 
are all broken, and the Sword, or any, other the 
moſt cruel Inſtruments of Death and Deſolation. 
receive a pious Commiſſion to do their Work, 
The Wrack, or any other Method of Torturing 

| | the 

4 . © See the Provincial Letters, p. 363. the Papiſt Repreſented, | 
F Dr. Wak?'s Anſwer to the Biſhop of Meaux, xj a my to. þ 

i Mr, Poulton the Jeſuit, prefixed to the Miſfonaries Arts Di. 

covered, P. 40. An. 1688. , q 

. t See Tollet, Card. Lib. 4. Inflit. Sacerd. Ch. 21, and 22. 

Parſons's brief Apol. Fol. 193. Myftery of Jeſuitiſin, or the 

If Provincial Letters, p. 133, go, 2033 and the Feſuits Morals, 

f * by Exrel Tongue, D. D. 88 
See the Provincial Letters, in Letter XV. p. 360. 12mo. 

and Miſftonaries Arts Diſcovered, 4to. An, 1688. p. 25, 81. 

> See Provincial Letters, p. 204. and Miſſionaries Aris Diſ. 

i fovered, p. 29, 30, 31. 
ik i See Axorjus the e, Moral, lib. 11. c. 9. Greg. 
| VII. apud Gratian, 15 qu. 6. Greg. IX. lib. 5, Decret. 

i! Tit, 5. 7 4 55 2 5 Tit. 24. c. 10. 

1 See Catholic Cauſe, or the Murder of King, Tuſtifed and 

= 7 1 wn, Pad 4to. 1678. K Tail ; 

| dee This at large in the exa# Account of Romiſo Doftrine 

| the Caſe of Conſpiracy and Rebellin. 2 
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—_— 
the Body is uſed as a Means of Converting. and 
Saving the Saul. Nay, would you believe it ? 


Means, more inhuman. and more Crue! Means, 
even than Theſe. His Holineſs, the Pope, for the 
Sake of ſo good an End, pretends to a Power of 
granting Commiſſions. to the. Charch to kill the 
Soul by their Sacred Curſes. In the Uſe of the 
other Methods of Cruelty They may have the 
Pretence, at leaſt, of Intending Them as Inſtru- 
ments of promoting the Eternal Welfare of Thoſe 
whom They uſe ſo. harſhly, but I ſee not what 
Good they can propoſe to do Them by calling 
upon all the Powers in Heaven to join in con- 
ſigning them over to Hell. r 
Thus my Brethren, I have given you a ſhort 
Narrative of the chief of thoſe evi! Means which 
the Church of Rome employs. under the Pretence 
of doing Good to the Soul, when in reality it is 
only to gain ſome Advantage to their own Church. 
According to the beſt of my Knowledge I have 
done them no Injuſtice in the Relation, but given 
you only what I have proved, by undeniable Au- 
thorities, to be Fact. Neither ſhall I attempt, 
by any Arts of Nhetorict, to inflame your Paſ- 
I want no more at preſent than to inform 
your Underſtandings, and convince your Fudg- - 
ments, And, therefore, before we proceed any 
farther, let us coolly conſider how much Evil is 
contain'd in theſe” Popiſh Means of -doing Good. 
If Infincerity, Deceit, and Fraud w; if Breach 

of Faith and Violation of Oaths; if every In- 
rument of Cruelty; if Rebellion and Murder ; 
if all theſe, or any other the like Practices, may 
be us'd under the Pretence of Religion, what in- 
finite Diſorder and Confuſion and Miſery muſt - 
they produce, nay, have produced, in Society. 


1 | 1 There 
* See Mi/imeries Arts diſcovered, p. 40. | 


The. Good of the Common, Cauſe can SaniFify worſe, 
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( 6 ) 
There is an End of all mutual Tru and Cone - 
Jaence, upon which depends the very Life of 
every Sort of Commerce, Friendſhip, and Con. 
verſation, No Man can be ſecure in the En- 
joyment of his Z:iberty, Property, or Life. No 
Prince can be ſecure upon his Throne, every bo- 
ch and every thing is at the abſolute Diſpoſal of 
the infallible Chair, of Rome's Supreme Biſhop. 
And, therefore, it ſeems to me to be a very 
impolitick thing in any Prince to ſuffer ſuch 
Doctrines to be propagated in his Kingdom. 
For, Ambition and Avarice and Reſentment are 
very capricious things; and no Prince can tell 
how ſoon this ab ſolute Creator of Right and Wrong, 
for private Reaſons, may want to get him out of 
the Way ; and, then, what ſhould hinder him 


from granting ſecret Commiſſions to any of his 
Subjects to poiſon , or aſſalſinate him“? Popiſb 


Princes, unleſs they will be ſolely at the Diſpo- 
ſal of the ſovereign Pontif, are in as much Danger 
of being depos*d, as their Subjects are of being 
perſecuted by them when they refuſe to profeſs the 
Popiſh Religion; The Pope claiming a Power ta 
abſolve Subjects from their Allegiance*. Neither 


is this the whole of their Danger. For, tho? the 


Pape aſſumes to himſelf the ſole Power of grants 
ing Diſpenſations for theſe Practices, when once 
the People are in Poſſeſſion of the d:/penfng Doc- 
trine, it is not to be ſuppoſed that every Eutbhu- 


faſt will wait for a Commiſſion from Rome, but 


apply that Doctrine in a d;ſcretionary Way, They 
are 


n This was the Caſe of John, King of England, Qc. 
* As Hen. III. IV. two Succeſſors on the French Throne did 
erence. | 

o See Card. Allen's Letter to Sir William Stanley, p. 35. Re- 
naldus in Roſzus, c. 2. Parſon's Dolman, p. 1, & 62. Coſfe- 
rus, the Teſuit, Enchirid. p. 64, Moſina TraRt. 2, de Inflit, 
Dijjput. 29. ad Secund. p. 149. Bellarmine, Lib. 5. de Rom. 
Pont. e. 5. Saunders de wifib. Monar. Ecel. Lib. 2. c. 4. C- 
well in Philopater, p. 194. Bulla Rii 5. cont. Reg. Elix. 


'67) 
are taught that the End fan#ifies the Means; and, 
therefore, if they can but convince themſelves 
(and we know by fatal Experience how eaſily 
Entbuſiaſin can work aeg Conviction) that they 
are promoting the Glory of God, and they are 
inſtantly at Liberty to do whatever they pleaſe. 
I would obſerve, too, that the Pope himſelf is not 
out of the Reach of the miſchievous Tendency 
of this Doctrine, for Popiſh Princes may, and 
have been, out of Humour with' their ſpiritual 
Head, as well as Pagan and Mabometan Empe- 
rors, and think it for the Honour of. God, and 
the Good of the Church, to diſplace him, and put 
another in his room, or at leaſt to fer up a Ri- 
val, for it has been known that the different 
Intereſts have made Three Popes at one Time. 
And, ſuppoſe, this Doctrine ſhould obtain among 
Pagan and Mahometan Princes; what Havock 
might it make! What Wars and Commotions 
might it kindle! What univerſal Confuſion might 
it produce! Nation riſing up againſt Nation, and 
Kingdom againſt Kingdom; and all this Mif- 
chief done for the Glory of God. Or, ſuppoſe 
the People of any of thoſe Nations ſhould ba- 
lieve, as the Papiſts teach, that no Faith, or 
Fuſtice, is to be obſerved towards thoſe of ano- 
ther Religion, This would put an End to all 
Trade and Commerce, unleſs with one another, 
among Thoſe of the Same Faith. —In ſhort, the 
Doctrine of Doing Evil that Good may Come, if 
admitted, muſt deſtroy all the Peace and Happi- 
neſs of Human Society, where the Power happens 
to fall into ſuch wicked Hands. 


And, now, what is the Good that the Church of 
Rome propoſes to do by theſe Evil Means? They 
will no 2 give for Anſwer, what I have al- 
ready obſerved, that They thereby promote 
Plan of GMG ũ © N 


the 
For 
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For Argument Sake 1 will take it for granted 
 ®that They ate Sincere in This Profeſſion; and 
aſk; How the Glory of God is Thus promoted; 
to which They can make no other pertinent Re- 
138 > ply'than ſaying, that They thereby promote the 
\128 lief of the Doctrines, a Conformity to the Vor- 
If Hip, and Obedience to the Diſcipliue of their Church, 
il which, as They think, is for the Glory of God, as 
it is propagating the true Religion and the Sal- 
ation of Mankind. 28 | 
But, in the 1f Place, let any one conſider 
hat natural Tendency there can be in any of theſe 
Things to work a Rational Convition ? By de- 
rentful Miſrepreſentations They may Soften ſome 
Points of their Religion, in order to induce Peo- 
ple to Embrace it; and, when They have Em- 
| braced it under a falſe Shape, They may, and do, 
| Compel Them to profeſs it as it really is; but This 
1 is not Convincing the Judgment of the Truth. 
4 of any Part of their Religion, and there can be 
4 no irue Religion without a Rational Convittion. 
; By falſe Declarations of their 3 They ma 
4 ſeduce unwary Perſons into their Party, and fo 
ſtrengthen their Intereſt; by Breach of Promiſes 
and Violation of Oaths, by Rebellion and Mur. 
der, They may be able to Efabliſb their Ex- 
ternu Communion; by the Help of Violence They 
may propagate an Outward Profeſſion, but not 
the Hnernal Belief of it, which, only, deſerves 
the Name of Religion; fo that Thefe Practices 
are not only Evi! and Sinful in Themſeboes, as 
They are a Violation of the Duties of Natural 
= Religion, and deſtructive of the Peace and Good 
4 Government of the World; They are not only 
ineapable of promoting any Religion at all, as 
carrying no real Evidence along with ——— but 
They acguire an exretding Degree of Evil and 
4 0 CER Sthfalneſs 
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Sinfulneſs by being the Means of producing I. 
— Infigelity i of Diſbanouring God in- 
ſtead of promoting his Glory, by inducing People, 
out of Fear, or Intereft, to be guilty of the moſt 
ſolemn, habitual, and repeated Acts of Hypocri. 
and Prevaricetion. I ſay, this is the Natura} 
Tendency of ſuch Means; froni whence, and not 
from their Accidental Effects, we are to judge of 
their Gaodneſs,, or Badneſs. ED 57929129 
But, whatever good Effesis they may ſeem cal; 
culated to produce, I ſhall now endeavour. to 
ſhew, | { 83 no 
 24ly, That no End, how goed ſoever, ean 
ſanttify ſuch Means; and, conſequently, that 20 
Authority whatſoever can warrant the Uſe of them, 
I fay, no End, how good ſoever, can /aniify ſuch 
Means, ſo as to make jt lauful to uſe them; and 
the Reaſon is, becauſe they are a Violation of 
the eternal and immutable Law of Nature, ground- 
ed upon the «une/terable Relation and Reaſan af 
Things. The Wiſdom that is viſible in every 
Part of the Creation, the Fitneſs that appears in 
them as a Mean to an End, is a plain Argument 
that the World did not. accidentally tumble into 
ſuch an exquiſitely beautiful and harmonious Or- 
der, but was form'd by an intelligent Being; and 
the plentiful Proviſion which this Order of Things 
makes for us in is Life, ſhews the abundant 
Gooaneſs of the Creator. Now, as the Miſadom 
and Goodneſs of the Creation demonſtrate the 
Wiſdom and © Goodneſs of the Creator, they are, 
likewiſe, a Proof, equally demonſtrative, that it 
muſt be the Mill of the Creator that all his Crea- 
tures ſhould act agreeably to this Order and theſe 
ſeveral Relations of Things, or elſe we muſt 
ſuppoſe that a wiſe and good Bring 1 are ne 


them as Means towards 1 2 and goog Engs with- 


out 


._ . —_— 

out ever intending that thoſe Ends ſhould be an- 
ſwered; which is a Suppoſition as abſurd, as it is 
blaſphemous. It appears very plainly, from the 
Nature of Man, that he is fitted, and, conſequent- 
ly, intended for Society; and, therefore, it muſt 
be the Vill of God that we ſhould obſerve thoſe 
Rules without which the Ends of Society cannot 
be anſwered. It will not be expected that I ſhould 
attempt to prove ſuch ſe/f-evident Things, as, that 
Sincerity in our Words and Actions, Fidelity in 
our Dealings, Yeracity in our ordinary Converſa- 
tion and Declarations, a punctual Performance of 
Promiſes, and a ſtrict regard to Oaths, mutual 
Aſſiſtance and Endeavours to make each other 
Happy, a dutiful Obedience to Government, and a 
reverential Regard to the Life and Safety of Go- 
wernors ; I ſay, I need not prove that theſe Things 
are neceſſary towards the wiſe and good Ends of 
Society; and, if the Obſervation of. theſe Rules 
be neceſſary towards the Ends of Society, and the 
Nature of Man aſſures me that we are fitted and 
intended for Society, I am from Hence abſolutel 

certain that it is the Vill of my Creator chile] 
Pould obſerve them. Theſe Rules, therefore, are 
unalterable becauſe founded on the immutable Na- 
ture and Relations of Things, and it is impoſſible 
that any ſubſequent Obligation ſhould ſuperſede 
this prior and eternal One; or that any Authority 


for any other Ends, deſtructive of the Ends of 
Society, ſhould be able to warrant the Violation of 


them.—This, then, being the Caſe (and it is a 
very clear one;) How comes the Pope “* by a 
Power of diſpenſing with the Obſervation of theſe 
Laws? I ſuppoſe, he will not think it 7mpertinent 
in us Proteſtants to aſk him to prove his Claim. 
: = 1 From 
t gee Semancha Inſtit. Cath. Tit. 46. Set. 75, Axorius the 


-Jeſpit, Ia hit. Moral, cap, I5. Greg. 7 and 9. Coflerus, Bei. 


mine, Saunders and Creſwell, as before, 


. 
: 
uf 


(11) 

From Reaſon,' I preſume, he will not pretend to 
derive it, but from Revelation. I will not at 
preſent enquire, who is the proper Interpreter of 
the Meaning of Revelation; whether there be in 
every Chriſtian a Right of private Interpretation, 
or whether Chriſtianity has appointed any infalli- 
ble Interpreter to judge of the Meaning of Scrip- 
ture for us. For the preſens let it be ſuppos'd 
that after we have believ'd, upon the Authority 
of the Scriptures, the Infallibility of the Pope, the 
Words of the New Teſtament, as to all other Points, 
become ſo many unintelligible, or, as they ex- 
preſs it, unſenſed Characters, till be ſhall be ſo 
good as to explain the Senſe of them. Yet, as 
bad a Thing as Reaſon is in a private Chriſtian, 
every one muſt be allowed the Uſe of it in in- 
quiring into. the Truth of Chriſtianity, or elſe it 
is impoſſible for any one to Believe it. For, Faith 
implies an Aſſent of the Mind or Underſtanding, 
and there can be no Aſent of the Underſtanding 
without ſome Evidence, or Reaſons to effect ſuch 
a Perſuaſion. Now, if there be ſuch a Thing as 
Reaſon, I cannot have a rational Conviction of 
any Thing's being true which is contrary to the 
frft and cleareſt Principles of Reaſon. How, then, 
will the Pope be able to give me reaſonable 
Grounds to believe that it is the Vill of God that 
he ſhould have a Power to grant a Man a Di/- 
penſation to deceive, to lie, to break his Promiſe, 
to falſify his Oaths, to rebel and murder his lawful 
Prince, or to call upon God, his Saints and Angels 
to damn any one? He will fay, no doubt, that 
God expreſs'd That to be his Will in his Holy 
Mord. But, what Reaſon can I have to believe 
That to be the Word of God? For, as I ſaid be- 
fore, if there be any ſuch Thing as Reaſon, my 
Reaſon aſſures me, in as clear a Manner as it is 


fen the plain Will of God that I ſhould act quite 
otherwiſe. An external Revelation contradictory 
to Reaſon is an Impoſſibility in Nature, 
Reaſon is the Fill of God made known to us in a 
natural Way; and we may with Reverence to 
the Deity affirm that even God cannot reveal to us 


ſible for it to do in any Caſe whatſoever, that 


contrary Truths; becauſe contrary Truths are an 


abſolute Contradiction. And, as all external 
Revelation muſt ſuppoſe ſome antecedent Reaſon 


by which we may judge of the Truth of it, if 
you ſet aſide the Authority of Reaſon, there will 


be no Means left whereby to try it; and, conſe- 


quently, it would be impoſſible that God ſhould 


ever reden himſelf to his Creatures at all; and, I 
am fully perſwaded, becauſe it is a very natural 


_ Conſequence, that grounding irrational Doctrines 
and Practices upon the Autbority of the Chriſtian 


Religion, has occaſioned a Multitude of unthink- 
ing and injudicious People to diſbelieve the Truth 
rn * ne 
I hope, I have ſufficiently proved that the 
Churrh.of Rome makes uſe of ſuch Means for the 
£ftabliſhment of their Religion as are unalterably 


ſinful, becauſe' unalterably evil in their Nature, | 


and for That Reaſon never to be warranted by 


any Authority, on any Account whatſoever. But, 


34, It is not only clear, from the common 
Principles of Neuſon, that ſuch Practices cannot 
be warranted by an external Revelation, becauſe 
contrary to a prior Revelation, made known to 
Us by the Nature and ' Relations of Things, 
which is equally/ a Revelation with an External 
One, though made in a different Manner, but it is 
likewiſe, as plain from the Bible that they are 
| | Sinfu 

It is obſerved by a judicious Author, 1 
intended either for Such as have zo real Senſe of Religion, or to 
bring Thym to have none. Miyffienaries Arts Diſcover d, p. 16. 


Sinful Whatever Pretences the Papift; 


ba ccobbksof tins oo d@t.ood tu EEC ered a ik. Ads ts. os NEC Good AG D£cXx.. 


/ | F 
( 13 ) | 


urge for the Neceſſity of an infallible Judge in 
Controvenſtial Points of an alſtruſe Nature, ſurely 
Perſons of an Ordinary Capacity, without any 


fuch Extraordinary Aſſiſtance, may be able to 


underſtand thoſe plain Paſſages of Scripture which 
relate to the common Duties of Morality. It 
would be very ſtrange, indeed, if the Infallible 
Spirit of Gd ſhould make a Revelation which 
is to be the Rule of our Actions in the ordinary 
Affairs of private and ſocial Life, and, yet, that 
This common Rule ſhould ſtand in need of an 
infallible Man to interpret it*, If, then, the 
Papiſts will be ſo kind as only to allow that by 
embracing Chriſtianity we do not immediately 
loſe the Uſe of our natural Faculties, we may 


be able to Underſtand thoſe Parts of the Bi- 


dle that concern the Common Conduct of our 
Lives, as well as we can underſtand any other 
Book that is written with a tolerable Degree 
of -Perſpicuity and Propriety of Expreſſion. 


And, if This be ſo, I am very well aſſured that 


in the Old Teſtament the Practice of the Moral 
Duties, thoſe very Duties which the Papiſts vi- 
olate by their Methods of propagating their Re- 
ligion, is ſtrongly prefſed, and the Violation 
of them repreſented as highly diſpleaſing to 


| God, Nay, God has There expreſly declared, 


not only that he would Vit for the Breach of 
Them, but that he had done it. Let any One 
Turn to his Bibfe, and ſee what Sins are men- 
tioned as the Cauſes of God's prblick Viſitations; 
the Flood ; the Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
rabʒ of the Egyptians, and of thoſe Nations which 
urs, * 1 were 

* See the Diſcourſe on the incurable Scepticiſm of the Church 


of Rome; printed for R. Chifwell, London, 1688; and con- 
cerning a Jae in Controverſies, for Rob. Clavell, 1686. 


(74) 
were Extirpated by the {/Faelites, Let Him Then 
Read over the Prophets, and They will Inform 
Him that God often puniſhed the [/razlites, not 
only for their Idolatries and Rebellion againſt Him 
as their Temporal Governor, but for their Viola- 
tion of the Duties of Natural Religion; not on- 
ly for n againſt God as the God of I 
fazl, but for offending againſt Him as the Ge- 
neral Governor of the World by their General Im- 
maralities. Now, God and Moral Duties ſtill 
continuing to be of the ſame Immutable Nature, 
the Breach of any of Them muſt always be as 
diſpleaſing to his Purity and Holineſs as ever it 
was 
If ve deſcend from the 1 of God's 
Will, as we find them in the Books of Moſes and 
the Prophets, to a much Greater Prophet, the 
Evangelical Preacher of | Righteouſneſs, the Son 
of God, Chrift Jeſus, He has told us that the 
grand Deſign of his coming into the World was 
to Evplain, and Improve, and Inforce the Moral 
Law, which he has done in his Divine Sermon 
on the Mount; of which he aſſures us, that not 
one Fot or Tittle ſbould fail; that he came to Re- 
deem us 'from our Immoralities, as well as from 


„ the Puniſoment of them in the next Life. Thoſe 
k Duties, in particular, which his Holineſs pretends 
1 to have a Power of Cancelling, are particularly 
| 
| 


diſtinguiſhed both by the Precepts and Example 
| of the Bleſſed Fe/us and his Apaſtles; ſuch as, 
kt the ſtricteſt Sincerity and Veracity ; the greateſt 
i Simplicity of Mind and. Manners ; the moſt punc- 
| tual Fidelity; Brotherly Love, eſpecially to Fellow 

| Chriſtians ; Obedience to Government, even when 
1 the Powers in being were wor/e than Hereticks, 
ll when ey were e when 8 were 1dola- 
lers, 


See my Faß Sermon lately publiſhed i in a Vol. of Tach. 
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ters, when they were Perſecutors of Chriftia- 
3 | 

> Bir, This is not all; (though one would think 
This ſhould be enough to ſatisfy any reaſonable 
Perſon) the Practice of the Moral Law, efpecial- 
ly Thoſe Parts of it which the Papiſts violate 
under a Pretence of Piety, are not only inſiſted 
upon as indiſpenſable, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament, but there are many Places where the 
Preference is given to the Moral Law above any 
other Part of Religion, as being of greater Ex- 
cellency and more acceptable to God, than any 
Matters of a poſitive, though Divine Inſtitution. 
The Papiſts are for ſetting aſide the moſt eſſential 
Parts of Morality for the ſake of promoting 
Points of Speculation, Diſcipline, and Worſhip : 
but hear the Prophet; a Perſon undoubtedly Infal- 
lible, a Perſon truly inſpired, and who proved his 
Divine Inſpiration by real Miracles, © To what 
« Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices 
to me, bring no more vain Oblations, Infence 
« js an Abomination to me, the new Moons 
* and Sabbaths, the Calling of Aſſemblies, I can- 
„ not away with; it is Iniquity, even the So- 
„ lemn Meeting, Sc.“ and what is the Reaſon 
of all this? Becauſe they were defective in the 
Moral Duties of Religion, for ſo it follows; 
«© Waſh you, make you clean, put away the 


\ Evil of your Doings, ſeek Judgment, relieve 


the oppreſſed, c. 1/aiab Ixvi. 3. The Pro- 
Phet tells Them that nothing could be more 
abominable than their Sacrifices while they al- 
lowed themſelves in Immoralities. To the ſame 
Purpoſe the Prophet Fer. ch. vii. 4, 3. Truſt 
ye not in Lying, Words, ſaying the Temple” of 
„ the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, &c. tho. 
roughly amend your Doings, execute Judg- 

35 i Ih ment 


* 
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« ment between a Man and his Neighbour, op- 
« preſs not the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and the 
« Widow, and ſhed nat innocent Blood.” Here 
we ſee what it was in the Jetiſh Religion that 
was acceptable to God for ſelf, 0 its own 
Sake, viz, the Practice of moral Duties; and 
that all inftituted Religion which did not promote 
and further Theſe, or was deſtitute of them, was 
ſo far from being Acts of true Piety, that it was 
abominable. You may ſee this Point largely and 
accurately handled by Archbiſhop Tillotſan, in 
the ſecond Volume of his Sermons, Page 347. 
But, I ſhall mention two or three Things out of 
the New Teſtament which are a- plain and full 
Confutation of the Popiſb Doctrine on this Head. 
They hold it lawful to ſacrifice * even their neareſt 
Relations to the Good of the inftituted Part of 
their Religion,.. though the greateſt Part of it 
was of mere Human Inſtitution * ; but our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour declares that though a Man's Eſtate 
were ſolemnly dedicated to Cod, ſuch a Dedica- 
tion was no. Diſpenſation for not obſerving the na- 
tural Duty of relieving neceſſitous Parents; and 
that even the Obſervation of the Sabbath was to 
give Place to an Act of Mercy. And, when one 
of. his Diſciples diſcovered a perfecuting Spirit, 
be rebuked him, telling him that the Spirit of 
Mil Chriſtianity was of a quite different Nature; 
li like its Author, Mild, Gentle, Compaſſionate, 
8 Do coats Tender; 
if y Informing agai perſecuting their neareſt Rela- 
th . 2 be Nadel * an non, upon Supi. 
_ Fr cion of deviating from their Mode of Wor/b;p, See Directo- 
| rium Inquiſitorium, * 


t Cardlinal Pallawicini ſays, © The People muſt have out- 
ce ard Things to ſtrike upon the Senſes and Imaginations, to 
* Amuſe, to Ferri, and Excite Them; ſo Legends, dreadful 
* Stories, and a pompous Worſpip were neceſſary to make Im- 
= < prefſions upon coar/e Souls,” See the Preface to the Mifſi* 
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Tender; inſtead of Curſ ug, Bleſſing, and praying 


God to Bleſs, and Forgive the Oppoſers of has 


Religion *, -- 
I ſhall lean a little hard upon your 4 


for once, but I hope you will excuſe me on this 


Occaſion. But I will be as concile as I can in 


the Uſe of another Argument againſt the Law- 


fulneſs of thoſe Means by which the Papiſts 
Eftabliſh and Propagate their Religion. | 
Both Reaſon and Revelation agree to. tell us, 
that every intelligent Being, i. e. every Being ca 
pable of a Rule of Action, muſt be obliged, as 2 
as poſſible, to copy after the moral Perfections of 
the Divine Nature, becauſe the Conduct of Gad, 
who is Truth itſelf, muſt be an Unerring Rule to 
his Creatures. I aſk, then, 1s it conſiſtent with 


the moral Perfections of God, whoſe Nature is 


Faithfulneſs and Truth, who is a God that cannot 


Tye, to Decerve and Break his Word? Now, Mo- 
ral Perfectian, or Moral Rectitude, is nothing 


but Eternal Trutb, and muſt be the /ame, as to 
its Nature and Obligation, in all Moral Agents; 
ſo that whatever is inconſiſtent with the Moral 


Perfections of the Divine Nature muſt be equally 


inconſiſtent with Moral Obligation in every Rea- 
ſonable Being, ſince Reaſon is but a Ray of the 
Deity. All the Difference is This. God being 
Omniſcient, He can diſcern every the leaſt, Devi- 
ation from Moral Rectitude, which we cannot do; 


but our Obligation muſt be as extenſive as our 


Knowledge... . .. . 

Or, pred we turn the Argument the other 
Way. If it be conſiſtent with Moral Obligation, 
i. e. with Eternal Truth, in Man to Deceive, 
to Break his Word, or Oath, it muſt be equally 
D Conſiſtent 


' u Read over St. Paul's Deſcription of Charity, and compare 
it with the crc! Maxim and Pradices of their Church Rem. 13. 
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| Conſiſtent with the Moral Per feFions of the Divine 
Nature to do the ſame. And, then, O Gracious 


God! I tremble to think in how deplorable a 


Condition we, ,Thy Creatures, are involved; all } 


in utter Darkneſs 3 uncertain, whether we really 


know any thing at all; whether Thou, pardon 
me, O my God, for uſing this Blaſpbemous Lan- 


ouage.! Haſt not Deceived us in the Uſe of our 
Senſes, in the Uſe of all our Intellectual Faculties; 
whether Thou wilt not Deceive us in reſpect to all 


Thoſe Glorious Promiſes which Thou haſt made 
us in the Chriſtian Covenant; whether Thou, —But 
I dare not proceed any farther. W 


I ſhall offer but one Thing more, and That 
is, in reſpect to Perſecut ion, their grand Means 
of promoting their Religion “. Take an Honeſt, 
Sincere Papiſt, (and, I truſt, there are many 
ſuch) who not only really Believes his Religion 
to be true, but has uſed the proper Means of In- 
fermation. Now, would ſuch a One think it con- 
ſiſtent with the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God to 
Dann him for not being a Proteſtant, whilft he 
was convinced of the Truth of Popery? Why, 
then, do They Torture and Murder and Curſe 
* Proteſtants, who cannot believe the Popiſb Reli- 
gion any more than Papifts can Believe the Pro- 
zeſtant Religion to be true? If they anſwer that 


pbey are ſincere, and We are not. This is more 


than any Creature can tell, ſince Nobody but 
God can ſearch the Heart, Beſides, This is what 


Me, a Pagan, or a Mabometan, have as much 


FR Right 
' W See the miſerable State of Proteſtant Subjets ander a Po- 


4 $i Printe, 8vo, printed for Robinſon in Ludgate-ſtreet ;—a Me- 


morial concerning the 3 State of the Proteſtant Religion in 
FRANCE; in which is ſhewn, by many Inſtances, to what De- 

ree Crpz/ty is naw carried on againſt thoſe who dare open- 
-Iy profeſs it in That Kingdom; printed for F. Oxven, in Amens 
Corner, and fold at 5 Shillings a Hundred. abs 
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Right to plead as They, Now, if it be contrary 
to Juſtice and Coodnefe in God to puniſh Them for 
holding an Opinion-upon Evidence that ſeems to 
Them to be Good, Juſtice and Goodneſs cannot 
change their Nature, but it muſt be equally 
Cruel and Unjuſt in Them to puniſh Us in the like 
Circumſtances z and therefore, tho? Ignorant Peo- 
ple may Think that They do God Service by 
by ſuch Irrational and Immoral and Inhuman Me- 
thods, the Men of Learning and Abilities to 
Judge of the Nature of Things can hardly be 
ſuppos'd to Uſe Them upon any other Principle 

than Human Poli, and with WYorldly Views. 


_ Having ſtated the Popiſh Doctrine of doing 
Evil that Good may come, and ſhewn the Ten- 
dency of it towards the Deſtruction of Civil So- 
ciety and the Subverſion of 410] Religion, I could 
eaſily prove. its miſchievous Conſequences from 
known Facts; but, not having Time to run thro? 
a Hiſtory of the Conduct of thoſe who maintain 
this dangerous Poſition, .I ſhall only ſuggeſt 
ſome Hints, by Way of Preſervative againſt the 
Attempts of their Prieſts to ſeduce you. 

' They are indefatigable in their Endeavours to 
make Converts. We have a better Cauſe, and I 
wiſh I could ſay, that in general we had imitated 
their Zeal in the Service of it; for, while we 
have been careful to make prudent Laws for our 
Defence we have been ſo remiſs in the Execution 
of them that they have ſerved no other Purpoſe 
than to furniſh our Ehemies with an Handle for 
Reproach, and an Excuſe for their Severities to 
the Poteſtants in Popiſb Countries *. They are ex- 
D 2 quiſitely 
A Lift of them has lately been publiſhed in Popery and Sla- 
very diſplayed, 8vo. But our Laws againſt Popery are not in- 
tended tor the Enforcement of our Religion, or as a Penalty up- 

; . on 


| 13 0 20) : . . ; 2 
3 quiſitely ſkild in all the Arts of Infinuation and 
| Addreſs, and, though I would not adviſe you to 

copy after their ſerpentine Craft and Subtilty and 
Deceit, it is neceflary for you to be aware of 
their Wiles leſt they ſhould inſnare you. They 
have a great many good Words and Soft Speeches 
to make you think well of their Communion, and 
as many bad ones. to blacken ours. They can 
with a ſteady. Countenance falſly accuſe vs, or 
deny * the juſteſt Charge againſt themſelves and 
their Religion. But, after having told us that it 
is lawful to deceive and lie, or do any other 
Evil in the Setvice of their Cauſe, it would be 
the greateſt Inſtance of Folly and Weakneſs in 
you to believe them. And, to convince you that 
EEO 2 | 13 8. | | $. 7 | you 
on the Papifts, on a Religious Account, but as a Preſervative 
againſt the Conſequences of their Religion upon our COT 

4 | Nom and natura] Rights, - Whenever a Popiſh Prieſt makes a 

Convert, he makes an Enemy to our King and Country, and 
=... deſerves Death as well as any other Traitor; which is not the 

Caſe of the Prateftants in Popiſb Countries. See an Abridg- 
ment and the Grounds and Reaſons of theſe Laws in Popery and 
Slavery diſplayed. 2 We 98. [NG 1. 

Among all the Romi/+ Converts you ſhall ſcarce find one 

| Who is able to give you any particular Reaſon for his Change, 

0 at only this (Having been cajoled into a good Opinion of the 

Papiſts) that he cannot think ſo holy a Church vor/d deceive 
him; and then he is convinced that it is i Duty in all Things 
to ſul mis to her without examining her Doctrines; which is a 
clear Proof that their main Endeavour is to inſinuate them 
felves into the good Opinion of thoſe they would pervert ; 
and having ſufficiently poſſeſſed them with ſuch favourable 
Thoughts, they eaſily prevail upon them to give themſelves up 
to be conducted by them: So that Prejudice and Affection makes 
more Papiſis than Evidence of Truth and Reaſon. See the In- 
traduction to the Miſfroraries Arts, and p. 21, ib. N 
They have lately Reprinted, 4 Vindication of the Roman 
ere » being their mſt folemn Declaration of their utter 
 Abherrence Fg Tenets wulgarly laid at their Door; wherein 
They have ſhewn the big eſt Degree, of 7e/uitical Chicane 
and the moſt Zi/ingenuous Prevarication in their Manner of dil- 
owning thoſe Teuets. See an Enquiry how far Papiſts ought 
'to be treated as Goob SUBJECTS. 
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you have juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect their good In- 
tentions, I ſhall mention two or three Obſerva- 
tions to you. | 

1. I appeal to your Common Senſe, whether 
you have not abundant Reaſon to diſtruſt the 
Goodneſs of a Cauſe and the Deſigns of its 
Advocates, when, in order to be of their Re- 
ligion, you muſt make them a Complement 
of your Underſtanding, that you may be fole- 
ly at their Diſpoſal. Do but attend a little 
to the Aſurdity as well as Unfairneſs of their 
Conduct. When they are attempting to convert 
you, they conſider you as reaſonable Creatures, 
and muſt allow you the U/e of your Reaſon 
that you may , judge of the Force of their Ar- 
guments, or elle they argue to no Manner of 
Purpoſe, becauſe they never can convince you. 
And, yet, immediately after Conviction, your 
Reaſon becomes a deceitful, dangerous Thing, 
that is not to be truſted ; you muſt not ſo much 
as Jook into the Bille, which is and ought to be 
the Rule of your Faith and Practice, but you 
muſt mplicitly commit yourſelf to their Guidance. 
While you are examining whether it be proper 
to be of their Religion, fo long, they allow, 
private Judgment is a very good Thing, ſo long 
the 5 grant you the Prerogative of a Man; but 
as ſoon as you become a Papiſt, you become 4 
Child in leading Strings, and unleſs you behave 
like a very owardly Child you muſt expect a ſe- 
vere Correction. This is the ſame prepoſterous 
Thing as if they were to ſend you to Rome, 
and tell you that by the Help of Maps and a 
tolerable Share of Diſcretion you might eaſily find 
your Way thither, but adviſe you, by all Means, 
as ſoon as you get there to put out your Eyes 
apd let ſome truſty faithful Guide lead ER 
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all the reſt of your Life, for Fear, through the 


natural Weakneſs of your Sight, you ſhould 
tumble down a Precipice, or fall into a Ditch.” . 


3 But, before you place too great a Confi- 


dence in this Guide, you would do wiſely to 


conſider his known... Principles and Behaviour, 
which are not likely to give you the higheſt 
Opinion of his Integrity. Reflect ſeriouſly up- 


on thoſe dangerous and deſtructive Principles 
which they hold concerning the Laufulneſs of 


committing the greateſt imaginable Wickeaneſs, 


if it may be any Ways inſtrumental in promoting 
their Religion. If the Promotion of their Re- 


ligion will ſanctify any Sort of Evil, it will equal- 


Iy ſanctity all Sorts, or any Degree of Evil. And 


what kind of a Religion muſt That be which pre- 
6 e cen all Natural Reli- 
gion, which is the Foundation upon which all Re- 


tends to a 


vealed Religion muſt be built? Or what Opi- 


nion can the moſt charitable Perſon entertain of 


the Intention of thoſe who hold ſuch irreligious 


Principles, and put in Practice ſuch irreligious Me- 


thods? What our Bleſſed Saviour told Us, is con- 
firmed. by common Reaſon and Experience, viz. 


that a Good Tree cannot produce ſuch Evil Fruit. 


If their Intentions and Defiens were honeſt, their 
evawed Opinions and deliberate Conduct would not 


be ſo contrary to the plain Precepts of Natural 


and Revealed Religion =. 


- Conſider, farther, what Reaſon you have, from 


the Drift of their Religion, I was going to fay 
to fuſper?, but I may fay, to be morally aſſured, 
that they do not intend the Glory of God and the 
2 See the Sraetaclal Letters throughout, wherein the Author, 
a profeft Papiſt, has laid open ſuch a Scene of Wickedneſs, 
contained in a great Variety of their moſt noted and approved 
Writers, as cannot avoid exciting the utmoſt Deteſtatien in eve - 
y well-meaning Mind. ; 5 
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real Gord of Mankind, but their own temporal In- 
tereſt, ſince it is manifeſtly calculated to 7nrich 
and aggrandize their Clergy, and to inflave the 
Laity.” And, in order to confirm you in your 
Diſtruft, if you be not already fatisfied, inquire, 
from Hiſtory, in what Manner they have behaved 
' where-ever their Religion has been efabliſhed. 
You need not go beyond the Hiſtory of England 
for Satisfaction. I would have you take Notice 
that I do not ſpeak of the Popiſh Laity, who 
are kept as ignorant as poſſible, but of their Prizfts 
and Rulers. When I collect all theſe Conſidera- 
tions into one View, I ſtand amazed to think 
how it ſhould be poſſible for them, for ſo many 
Centuries, to perſuade ſo many Millions of Peo- 
ple to give up their Senſes and Reaſon, and to 
{ſuffer themſelves to become ſuch abject Slaves, 
where the Deen of inſlaving them is ſo obvi- 
13 ky 8 | Did 


d The Gentleman, mentioned in the Preface, is writing a 
Book intitled, The political State of Popery, wherein he will 
diſcover a new and more effectual Method of confuting That 
Superſtition, by ſhewing that it is a mere political State; that 
what is generally called its Do&rines, are more properly the 
Maxims of that State ; that it has undergone feveral Revolu- 
tions, and that thoſe Revolutions have been the Cauſe of 
thoſe numerous and contradictory Doctrines or Maxims 
now admitted in the Pop Syſtem, and of the vari- 
ous Orders of Monks, Fryars, Feſuits, &c. and of the infi- 
nite Degrees of other Officers, whoſe Inſtitution will appear to 
be owing to ſome novel Doctrine in their Time of appearing, 
and whoſe peculiar Duty and Care is to be Defenders and Pro- 
moters of the ſame to Poſterity. In a Word, The Pope is a 
Monarch; Popery are the Do#rines, or Maxims, by which he 
is to be ſupported ; and every one that by Vows, or Oaths, or 
otherwiſe, b any Commiſſion from the Pope, are ſubje& to 
him, are ſo many Officers in that State; and whatever each 
one does by Virtue of his Commiſſion, is to' be acknowledged 
the Act and Deed of the Pope, and therefore to be — 
aàgainſt Popery, though never ſo much denied by another Ofh- 
cer, who perchance may be under an Obligation to defend+ the 
Contrary. Such is the Policy of that Church, that they al- 
Ways breed up Doctors of oppoſite Opinions. 


„ | 
Did it fall within my preſent Deſign, I could 
ſhew that ſome of their Doctrines and ſome Parts 
of their Vorſbip are ſuch Inſults upon Scripture | 
and Common Senſe as might naturally Hock any 
Intelligent Perſon, but as it would be foreign to 
my Subject, I ſhall but juſt inſtance in three Par- 
ticulars, You are required to Believe that the | 
real Body and Blood of Chriſt; while reſident in ' 
Heaven, are preſent upon Earth in the Sacrament, 
under the Appearance of real Bread and Wine, 
(all the Accidents, or Properties of Bread and 
Wine ſtill remaining) in ten thouſand different 
Places at the ſame Time; and that the «whole Bo- 
dy and Blood is preſent under the Appearance of 
the Bread only, and the whole Body and Blood 
under the Appearance of the Vine only, and 
both eaten and taken into the Stomach without 
being perceived. Theſe monſtrous Abſurdities you Þ 
muſt, nevertheleſs, profeſs the Belief of Them, 
if you be of their Communion. 

Another Particular is, Creature-M orſbip. Now, 
if there be any one Thing plainly expreſſed in 
the Bible it is, that all n is 1do- 
lat, and that all. Idolatry is probibited; that the 
one God only is to be Worſhipped, becauſe no- 
thing can be entitled to Adoration but the Di- 
vine Nature; and that the Idolatry of the Fews, 
for which They were ſo often and ſo ſeverely 
puniſhed, did not conſiſt in their Worſhipping 
the Idols of the Heathens, excluſive of the One 
Supreme God, the God of Iſrael, but for paying 
Divine Worſhip to any other Object befides the one 
God, together with Him; fo that if you become a 
Papiſt, you muſt be a groſs Idolator, and live in the 
daily Practice of one of the moſt provoking Sins. 

I æſhall mention but one Inſtance more, and 
that is, praying in an unknown Tongue. They 
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are pleaſed to call ſuch merely external Acts Prayer, 
though every real Act of Prayer Implies an 
Internal Addreſs of the Soul, directing its Thoughts 
to God in the ſame Manner as we aire# our 
Minds, when we ſpeak to one another ; which 
cannot be done where People. do not underſtand 
che Meaning of the Words; ſo that in the Ro- 
miſh Worſhip you may intentionally be guilty of 
Idolatry, by Defigning to Worſhip a Creature, 
while, as to the particular Aus of Worſhip, you 
will not be able to perform one Act that can pro- 
perly be ſtyled Worſhip .. WR It, 


Thus I have endeavoured to expoſe the: Means 
which the Church of Rome makes Uſe of; and now, 
to conclude, let me adviſe you, let me conjure you, 
to keep yourſelves at the greateſt! Diſtance: from 
the Us of any indirect Means, on any Account 
whatſoever. According to the beſt Obſervations 
that I have been able to make, the moſt upright 
Perſons are too apt to fall into Them. I do not 
mean, into ſuch prafligate Meaſures as are practiſed 
in the. Church of Rome to the Scandal of Chriſtia- 
nity and the Diſgrace of Human Nature, but into 
Means, though 4% Evil and Sinful, yet inconſi- 
ſtent with the ſtri&t Rules of our Holy Religion, 
and the Example of its Author. Viſdom, unleſs 
guarded with the urmoſt Caution, will ſlide ſome- 
times imperceptibly into worldly Craft, into Di/- 
ſimulation, and ſuſincerity. But Chriſtian Simpli- 
city diſowns every Kind and Degree of them. 
A. good Chriſtian ought to be, in his Intentions and 
- _ like Nathanael and his Maſter, without 

vile, 

But, indirect Means are not only contrary to 
the Precepts of Chriſtianity and the Example of 

E Chriſt 


As to theſe three Particulars, I appeal to their EHabliſ d 
Creeds and Liturgies, | 
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| Chrift; but they carry a bla/pbemous Implication 


along with them; a tacit Impeachment either of 
the Power, or Wiſdom of God; as if he were not 
able to give Succeſs to our good Deſigns in a 
Manner conſiſtent with his moral Perfe&ions and 
the Revelation of his Will; Conſider, that God 
is a Being of purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt 


Iniquity with Approbation; that as he is a Being 


of Inflexible Truth he muſt ever deteſt every De- 
gree of Miſrepreſentation, or Flattery, too com- 
mon a Means, among Proteſtants as well as Pa- 
Piſts, of doing Good ;, that this holy Being knows 
every Thing, and can do every Thing that is 

to be done. As we, by barely willing can 
move a Limb, ſo God, by a ſingle Act of his 
Will, can move and direct the whole material 
and immaterial World to ſerve what Purpoſes he 
pleaſes. Let us then be careful to approve our 


Defigns and Conduct to this good, wiſe, and power- 


ful Governor of the World; let us devoutly beg 
his Aſſiſtance, with a firm Truſt and Confidence 
in him; and we may be always affured of as 
much Succeſs as it is proper for us to have. 


20 Him be aſtriled all Honour, &c. Amen. 
CE r 9 
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